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influence upon national character and development.
At the same time the Czartoryskis threw the weight of
their great influence behind a movement for immediate
constitutional reform. They found the King amenable,
not only to their advice, but to that of his Saxon Coun-
cillor, de Briihl. To conciliate de Brtihl, they obtained
for him a patent of Polish nobility, which opened to his
family every path to honour and wealth in Poland. De
Briihl, in return, gave the constitutional movement his
support.
Augustus, eminently a man inclined to peace, yielded
to the heavy pressure brought to bear upon him so far as
to make a promise. He actually gave his word that he
would abolish the Liberum veto. But Augustus was
accessible to other influences than those of either Czar-
toryskis or de Briihl. He had made family alliances
with the royal houses of Prance and Austria. His daughter
Maria Josepha was married to the Dauphin, who was the
son of Marie Leszczynski and so grandson of the un-
happy King Stanislaw. His son Frederick Christian had
married Maria Antonia Walpurgis, the daughter of the
Emperor Charles VEL The Lilerum veto was an excellent
tool in the hands of any foreign Power desirous of
meddling with the internal affairs of Poland, and every
such Power was consequently anxious for its retention.
There was, in addition, a strong party among the Polish
nobles jealous of the influence and power of the Czar-
toryskis, and suspicious of their plans for reform. At the
head of this party were the Potockis, the family to which
belonged the Primate who had so vigorously opposed the
election of Augustus. These Poles made it their practice
to defeat the scheme for constitutional reform by the old
constitutional method; they exploded any Diet where
the question was even raised. De Briihl also received
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